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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council; 


Mr*  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1957* 


The  vital  statistics  present  several  interesting  features.  Population 
increase  parallels  the  expansion  of  private  building  and  the  high  proportion  of 
young  adults  settling  in  this  District  is  reflected  in  the  increased  number  of 
births*  More  children  were  born  in  1957  than  in  any  previous  year  in  the  history 
of  Wigston*  The  actual  birth-rate,  whilst  not  as  high  as  the  artificially  high 
rate  of  the  war  years  is  the  highest  of  the  late  post  war  period. 


At  the  other  end  of  life*  s  scale  the  death  rate  is  the  lowest  recorded* 
The  only  unsatisfactory  feature  of  the  deaths  is  the  inclusion  of  those  of  fifteen 
infants.  Five  of  these  died  in  consequence  of  premature  birth  and  a  further  six 
as  a  result  of  congenital  abnormalities.  Only  the  remaining  four  of  these  deaths 
can  be  regarded  as  avoidable. 


In  the  sphere  of  infectious  diseases  the  year  demonstrated  that  polio¬ 
myelitis  came  progressively  further  under  control  by  the  dual  approach  of  preven¬ 
tive  immunisation  on  the  one  hand  and  closer,  more  accurate  definition  of  the  pool 
of  infected  persons  which  results  from  our  ability  to  culture  and  identify  the  virus. 


I  record  my  appreciation  of  the  work  of  all  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Department.  A  disproportionately  large  slum  clearance  programme  and  recent 
legislation  have  added  a  progressively  increasing  burden  to  their  daily  tasks. 

In  particular,  I  thank  Mr*  Deamer  for  personally  preparing  the  record  of  the 
sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area. 


I  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


R.W.  KIND 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 
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Causes  of  Death: 


Year  ending  31st  December  557,57 


Registrar  General*  s 

Classification 

1957 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

- 

- 

- 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

to* 

- 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

- 

- 

- 

4* 

Diptheria 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Y/hooping  Cough 

to* 

- 

to* 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

to* 

to* 

to* 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

M 

- 

- 

8. 

Measles 

“ 

- 

m* 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

- 

- 

w* 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

3 

4 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

5 

- 

3 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

2 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

to* 

2 

2 

14. 

Malignant  neoplasms,  lymphatic  and  other 

7 

7 

14 

13. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- 

- 

tto 

16. 

Diabetes 

- 

1 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

11 

13 

24 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

11 

5 

16 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

3 

5 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

8 

8 

16 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

2 

4 

22. 

Influenza 

- 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

3 

24. 

Bronchitis 

7 

3 

10 

23. 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

- 

1 

i 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

- 

1 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

- 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

to* 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  the  prostate 

2 

to. 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

1 

1 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

1 

3 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

11 

7 

18 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

- 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

2 

- 

2 

35. 

Suicide 

- 

1 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

79 

63 

142 

COmiOL^/Jg)  HIEVEMTION  OF  IMPBTPTnfTR  PTCVA.gvQ 


BMJHESlATION 


received  age  of  five  years  and  3  ohiiaren  over  this  age 

received  tnexr  primary  immunisation  against  diutherin  a  .*-70  u-t  i 

received  treatment  to  maintain  their  immunity.  further  179  children 

•  •  x  ?°?f  progress  was  with  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  Tho 

majority  of  those  registered  was  vaccinated  during  %e  yeaJ  and  L  serious  delay 
is  experienced  except  where  use  of  British  vaccine  has  been  insisted  upon.  ^ 

51  hoys  anf  g*  °f  soh°o1  ««* 


TUBERCULOSIS 


There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease  during  1957. 
to  notice,  their  distribution  being  as  follows 


Male 


3  new  cases  came 
» Female  Total 


Pulmonary  tuberculosis 


1 


4-  _ 5 


5  further  cases  of  tuberculosis  came  to  reside  within  the  District. 
13  cases  are  known  to  have  achieved  cure  and  L  further  cases  left  the  District. 


The  total  number  of  cases  residing  in  the  District  at  the  close  of  the 
year  was  as  shown  :~ 


Male  Female  Total 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  62  33  113 

Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  3  3  8 


Totals  . . . __ . . .  63  38  _  123 


POLT  OMYELTTTS 


During  the  year  this  District  participated  in  a  national  survey  to  assist 
in  determining  the  extent  of  the  distribution  of  poliomyelitis  infection  among 
young  children.  This  survey  involved  the  collection  of  weekly  specimens  of  faeces 
from  260  children  of  under  school-age  selected  at  random  from  the  community  living 
within  the  District, 

One  survey  case  was  discovered  to  be  infected  with  poliovirus  type  I. 

13  immediate  contacts  were  at  once  examined  and  two  of  them  found  also  to  have  a 
similar  infection* 

Concurrently  one  remote  contact  developed  poliomyelitis  and  a  further 
member  of  this  family  was  found  to  be  infected. 

In  carrying  out  this  routine  sampling  your  Public  Health  Inspector  met 
with  complete  co-operation  from  the  families  involved*  On  no  occasion  was 
refusal  encountered. 

In  the  late  summer  a  schoolchild  was  notified  as  suf faring .  from  paralytic 
polioi^yelitis.  The  diagnosis  was  confirmed  after  admission  to  hospital.  Two 
contacts  experienced  a  clinically  similar  illness. 

Examination  of  eighty-two  other  school  children  in  the  classes  concerned 
showed  that  twenty  nine  were  suffering  from  or  had  suffered  within  the  previous  two 
weeks  from  an  illness  manifesting  meningeal  irritation  as  an  outstanding  synpton. 
Examination  of  faeces  failed  to  demonstrate  polio  virus. 
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OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  folio-wing  cases  were  notified  :  - 
Scarlet  Fever 


Whooping  cough 
Measles 


Acute  pneumonia 
Food  poisoning  .... 
Dysentery 
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_ _ _ 19 

...... . . . 373 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  2 

. . . . .  1 

. . . .  17 

Acute  encephalitis  _ _ 2 


Acute  poliomyelitis  (paralytic)  3 

Paratyphoid  fever  . . . .  1 

Erysipelas  . . . . . . . . . . .  1 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS 


One  elderly  man  was  "brought  to  notice  for  action  under  Section  47. 
Application  was  made  to  the  Courts  and  an  Order  granted  for  his  removal  to 
hospital*  He  progressed  satisfactorily  and  wa3  subsequently  admitted  to  a 
home  for  aged,  persons. 

In  two  other  cases  brought  to  notice  admission  to  hospital  was 
secured  voluntarily. 
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A  REPORT  ON 

THE  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OP  THE  NEGSTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 
PQR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 
31st  DECEMBER,  1957 


H.  DEAMER,  M.  A.  P.  H.  I . , 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent* 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council 


Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Although  I  have  had  the  privilege  and  honour  to  be  your  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent  for  only  3  months,  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  working  in  the  Health  Department  for  over  a  year.  I  am  thus  able 
to  present  this  report  covering  the  public  health  administration  and  refuse 
collection  service  in  the  district  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1957* 


In  spite  of  inadequate  staff,  not  only  has  routine  work  been  kept  going 
but  in  addition,  good  progress  has  been  made  in  the  improvement  of  food  premises, 
the  education  of  food  handlers,  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses  and  the  repair  and 
improvement  of  houses.  The  additional  work  resulting  from  applications  for 
Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  Rent  Act,  1957  has  been  offset  to  a  slight 
degree  by  a  reduction  in  complaints  regarding  housing  defects. 


With  the  exception  of  holiday  weeks,  a  weekly  collection  of  household 
and  trade  refuse  has  been  maintained  and  no  serious  labour  problems  have  arisen. 
Fires  at  the  refuse  tip  have  been  a  constant  source  of  worry,  but  a  long  standing, 
deep  seated  fire  was  successfully  and  speedily  extinguished  with  the  aid  of  a 
hired  bulldozer. 


I  wish  to  express  sincere  appreciation  of  the  interest,  support  and 
co-operation  afforded  me  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council,  other 
Officers  of  the  Council,  and  my  predecessor,  Mr.  F.B.  Ashbridge, 


My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Dr.  R.W.  Kind,  my  staff,  and  workmen. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant. 


H.  DEAMER 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

and 

Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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WATER  SUEPLY, 


Corporation*  Itls  ^of  tA7 ^te^^lTfrorn 

eJ5>crienced  on  the  Wigston  fields  area  todng  pe^  con  Won  pUS 

and  13  houses  ft-on'ertornS^tSd^ipS.^1^  5  bmaea  "*  “***«■  by  'rell3> 

_  ?Ur±5S  the  ye^  one  well  was  replaced  by  a  mains  supply  and  another 
cleaned  out  and  an  electric  pump,  storage  tank  and  candle  filter^ scheme  installed. 

4-  amples  of  well  wa.ter  were  taken  during  the  year  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  these  were  reported  as  satisfactory.  £ 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Extensions  and  improvements  at  the  Crow  Mills  sewage  disposal  works  were 
completed  during  the  year  and  appear  to  have  abated  the  nuisance  arising  from  the 
pollution  of  the  River  Sence. 

A  Survey  in  October  1957  revealed  that  there  are  22  cesspools  in  the 
district  serving  30  premises  and  7  private  septic  tank  and  filter  plants  serving 
9  premises.  e 

12  cesspools  are  emptied  by  the  Council  free  of  charge;  3  of  the 
remaining  10  cesspools  are  not  accessible  by  vehicles. 

It  is  anticipated  that  a  mechanical  cesspool/gully  emptying  veiicle  will 
be  purchased  during  1958  and  that  the  Council  will  institute  a  comprehensive 
cesspool  emptying  service. 

There  are  no  earth  closets,  privies  or  ash-pits,  and  only  10  pail  closets 
in  the  district,  all  of  which  are  emptied  by  the  Council.  The  pail  closets  are  in 
remote  parts  of  the  district  where  there  is  no  sewer  and  the  ground  contour  is  such 
that  it  is  impracticable  to  construct  septic  tanks  and  filters. 

During  the  year  one  pail  closet  was  converted  to  a  watercloset. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AM)  DISPOSAL 


The  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  is  undertaken  by  direct  labour 
and  mechanical  transport  at  approximately  weekly  intervals.  Disposal  is  at  a 
semi-controlled  tip  where  due  to  the  absence  of  mechanical  aids  sleeper  tracks 
have  to  be  used  and  complete  soil  covering  can  only  be  performed  approximately 
every  A  years.  Attendant  upon  these  corditions  are  frequent  tip  fire  s' and  vermin 
infestation.  A  piped  supply  of  water  is  necessary  to  deal  with  fires  and  in 
connection  with  dressing  rooms,  etc.  which  will  be  necessary  as  sports  pitches 
are  constructed  on  completed  tipping  areas.  The  present  supply  of  water  from,  the 
ditch  will  eventually  be  inaccessible  due  to  the  need  for  culver  ting,  A  bulldozer 
is  also  necessary  to  enable  tipping  to  be  conducted  in  a  satisfactory  and  sanitary 
manner. 

Receipts  from  the  collection  of  'Trade  Refuse*  from  shop  and  trade  premises 
totalled  £665  for  the  year  ending  31  st  March,  1 958  as  compared  with  £592  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March,  1957* 


salvaged  materials  to  31st  March,  1958. 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs 

Lbs 

Waste  paper 

106 

13 

3 

0 

Textiles 

4 

8 

1 

17 

Non-ferrous  metals 

0 

3 

3 

14 

Scrap  iron  and  tins 

114 

1 

3 

0 

TOTAL 

225 

7 

3 

3 

The  sale  of  these  materials  realised  £1,325*  16.  MU 
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A  successful  dustbin  scheme  is  in  operation  whereby  owners  of  houses  can 
provide  bins  themselves  by  purchasing  them  from  private  traders  or  the  Council,  or 
loan  them  from  the  Council  at  an  annual  rate  charge  at  present  fixed  at  7/63* 
During  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1958*  79  bins  were  sold,  and  107 
loaned.  The  number  of  bins  on  loan  is  1,119# 

Whilst  the  scheme  necessitates  a  good  deal  of  administrative  work  it 
has  eliminated  the  painfully  slow  procedure  and  often  unpleasant  exchanges  between 
Council,  owners  and  occupiers  which  resulted  from  action  under  the  still  existant 
but  indefinite  section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  and  amending  legislation. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA, 

638  complaints  were  received; 

315  concerned  infestations  by  rats,  mice,  bugs,  beetles,  etc. 

146  concerned  defective  dustbins 
I69  concerned  other  public  health  matters 
8  concerned  housing  matters. 

753  premises  were  inspected  relating  to  92 9  nuisances  or  defects  which  were 
discovered  and  dealt  with. 


Number  of  inspections 


Visits 


Accumulations  . . . . . . . . . . 

Animal  keeping  . _ . . . . . 

Dustbins  and  refuse  collection  . ..... . . . . 

Nuisances  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Drainage  works  . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Moveable  dwelling  a  . . . . . . . . . _ 

Smoke  abatement  . . . . . . . . . 

Housing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

House  Improvement  Grants  . . . . . . 

Overcrowding  . . . . . 

Verminous  premises _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Water  supply  and  sampling . . . . . . 

Milk  sampling  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Rat  and  Mice  destruction  (including  visits  by 

Rodent  Operator) _ 

Pood  Premises  . . . . . . 

Pood  Poisoning  investigations . . . 

Dysentery  investigations  . _ . . . . . . . . . 

Poliomyelitis  Research  specimens  . . . . . 

Meat  and  Pood  Inspections _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _... 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . 

Knacker  Yards  _ _ _ _ _ 

Dairies,  and  Milk  shops  . . . . . . 

Factories  . . . . _ . . . _ . . . . 

Other  inspections 


16 

. .  8 

. 396 

. 346 

-  .  47 

11 

.  22 

.  154 

-  .  47 

.  9 

... _ 22 

.  4 

. .77 

...  1642 

. 90 

.  2 

. 64 

. 350 

.  434 

22 

. .  4 

.  40 

.  43 

1 66 


TOTAL 


3983 


NOTICES 

Housing 

Public  j 

Outstanding  1st  January 

2 

2 

Issued  during  year 

.  Nil  . 

. .  ....  236 

Complied  with  during  year 

2 

.  230 

Statutory  action  necessary 

Nil 

Nil 

Outstanding  31st  December 

Nil 

8 

10 


SHOPS  ACT 


The  provisions  of  section  38  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950  relating  to  the 
health  and  comfort  of  shop  assistants  are  enforced  hy  the  Council  and  relate  to  j 


Sanitary  accommodation 
Temperature 
Ventilation 
Washing  facilities 
Lighting 

Facilities  for  taking  meals 

During  inspections  at  food  shops  regard  has.  "been  paid  to  the  requirements 
of  the  Shops  Act  which  are  allied  to  those  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955j 
and  whilst  action  has  "been  taken  in  respect  of  contraventions  of  "both  the  Act  and 
Regulations,  the  inspections  have  been  recorded  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
only. 


REGULATED  BUILDINGS, 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  or  offensive  trade  establishments  in 

the  district. 

There  is  one  licensed  caravan,  and  a  second  caravan  has  been  stationed 
in  the  district  since  early  December  and  will  be  licensed  when  the  conditions 
attached  to  the  licence  are  fulfilled. 

Five  caravans  owned  by  travelling  showmen  are  again  wintering  in  Wigston. 

The  former  "house  let  in  lodgings"  in  Saffron  Road  occupied  by  10  families, 
has  now  ceased  to  be  used  for  this  purpose  following  statutory  action  in  respect  of 
the  overcrowded  condition  of  the  separate  lodgings  and  the  provision  thereto  of 
adequate  facilities  for  the  preparation  cooking  and  storage  of  food,  water  supply 
and  sink.  The  house  is  now  used  for  a  limited  number  of  male  boarders. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

Treatments  were  carried  out  at  2  houses  for  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs. 
One  was  a  recently  vacated  house.  The  former  tenant,  a  widow,  had  moved  some 
furniture  to  her  daughter’ s  Council  house  in  Wigston  where  she  had  gone  to  live. 

She  had  sent  other  furniture  to  a  relative  living  in  a  Leicester  council  house. 

The  furniture  remaining  in  YJigston  was  disinfested  and  the  Housing  Manager  for 
Leicester  Corporation  notified  of  the  address  to  which  the  other  furniture  had 
been  sent  in  Leicester. 

During  inspections  carried  out  at  houses  under  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts  for  al  1  purposes,  checks  are;  made  in  suspect  premises  to  ascertain 
the  presence  of  vermin. 

Treatments  consist  of  spraying  with  a  DDT  solution  followed  by  immediate 
treatment  with  Gammexane  dust  generators.  A  further  inspection  and  spray  treatment 
are  carried  out  3  weeks  later. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951. 

2  premises  are  licensed  under  the  Act  which  regulates  the  sale  of  pet 

animals  and  the  conditions  under  which  they  are  kept.  .  ^ 

The  conditions  of  cleanliness  at  one  of  the  premises  is  far  from 

satisfactory  but  is  being  improved. 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT.  1951* 

Under  this  Act  2  premises  ore  registered  for  the  purpose  of  upholstering. 
No  contraventions  have  been  recorded. 
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THE  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 


POOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS ,  1 955 

Early  in  the  year  under  review  a  letter  and  abstract  of  the  Regulations 
were  sent  to  all  the  food  traders  in  the  district  requesting  their  co-operation 
in  implementing  the  Regulations.  Standards  for  differing  types  of  food  premises, 
including  those  set  up  at  garden  fetes,  cricket  matches,  etc.  were  compiled  and 
approved  by  the  Council  in  October. 

Inspection  of  premises  was  then  started,  followed  by  schedules  of 
required  works  addressed  to  the  occupiers. 

Most  of  the  "susceptible"  food  businesses,  i. e*  meat  rooms  and  shop3, 
catering  establishments,  fried  fish  shops,  bakeries,  etc.  have  been  dealt  with 
and  brought  up  to  a  standard,  in  most  cases,  higher  than  required  by  legislation. 

New  preparing  rooms  have  been  built  at  2  fried  fish  shops.  One 
insatisfactory  cafe  has  been  closed  by  informal  action. 

Premise  a  inspected  Visits  made  Notices  served  — ° —  ” 

Dairies  . . . . . . . .  4 . . . . .  1  . _ . . .  - 

Bakehouses . _ . . . . . _ . . . 1 2  . . . . . . . . . 3  .  1 

Butchers  and  cooked  meat  shops  . 8  8  - 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . . 1 3  . . . . 1  _ _ _  1 

Pried  Pish  shops  . . 47  . - . — . _.... . . .  7  6 

Cafes  and  restaurants . . 1 2  . . . . . _ 4  _ _  2 

Other  food  shops  . . 12  3  3 


110 


27 
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ICE  CREAM 


68  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream.  There  ore  no 
manufacturers  in  the  district, 

4  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  all  of  which  were  Grade  1, 


MILK:  DAIRIES  AND  DISTRIBUTORS 


Dairies 


Distributors 


No.  on  register  _  1  . . . . . .  28 

Inspections  made  . . . . . . . . .  4  . . .  Nil 

Contraventions  found  . . . . . . . . . .  8  . . . . . . . . _ . . .  Nil 

Contraventions  remedied  3  Nil 

The  outstanding  contraventions  at  the  dairy  are  to  be  remedied  during 
alterations  now  in  hand.  Although  it  is  indicated  that,  no  inspections  have  been 
made  at  distributors  premises,  many  of  them  have  been  inspected  under  the  Pood 
Hygiene  Regulations. 

Wagston  is  now  a  "designated  area"  and  consequently  all  milk  sold  by 
retail  must  be  in  bottles  and  either  Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurised,  or  Sterilised. 

One  registered  dairy  in  S.  Wigston  closed  during  the  year. 
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MHjkl SPECIAL  IESIGNAIIONS )  (PASTEURISED  &  STERILISED  MTT.K)  RT^TLATTOMR  -IRAQ 
imk  ISEEOIAL  DESIGNAI ION )  (RAW  MI 1K\  RW^JLfj IONS.  19Aq‘"  A 


Licenses  issued  :- 
Pasteurised 
Sterilised 
Tuberculin.  Tested 


Dealers  Supplementary 

_  20  _ _ _ _  5 

-  13  . . . . . _ . .  5 

.  4  _ _ _ _  1 


MILK  SAMPLES 

sail  i  ■  V 

Regular  sampling  of  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  carried  out  and  the 
samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination# 

27  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  and  30  samples  of  Pasteurised 
milk  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  all  were  satisfactory  excepting  one  Pasteurised 
sample* 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

There  are  two  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  area  in  which  5  >307  animals 
were  slaughtered  during  the  year. 

The  small  amount  of  meat  condemned  is  indicative  of  the  good  quality  of 
the  animals  slaughtered. 

/ill  carcases  and  offal  were  inspected  by  your  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
necessitated  392  visits  to  the  slaughterhouses. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


CATTLE 

EXCLUDING 

COWS 

COWS 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

AND 

LAMBS 

PIGS 

TOTAL  WEIGHT 

IN  LBS. 

Number  killed 

483 

1 

423 

3,734- 

644 

Number  Inspected 

483 

1 

425 

3,734 

644 

- 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

144 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

63 

Nil 

3 

396 

39 

IQOZf 

Percentage  of  No* 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  T.B. 

1$ 

Nil 

0.7^ 

10.$ 

6.  $ 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

CarcaBes  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

32 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

831 

Percentage  of  No. 
inspected  affected 
with  T.B. 

6.  $ 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0.1$ 
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DISPOSAL  OP  CONDEMNED  POOD 


Surrendered  and  condemned  food  is  properly  disposed  of  "by  deep  burying 
at  the  Council’ s  tip* 

Food  surrendered  and  condemned 

(excluding  butcher*  s  meat) 


90 

tins 

Canned  meat 

275 

tins 

Tomatoes 

35 

tins 

Various  fruits 

56 

tins 

Peas 

57 

tins 

Fish 

31 

Jars 

Jam 

12 

lbs. 

Sausages 

KNACKER  YARD 

There  is  one  Knacker  yard  in  the  district#  8  inspections  were  made  during 
the  year  and  contraventions  have  been  remedied  by  the  provision  of  a  new  floor  and 
wall  coverings  to  the  bone  store;  hand  washing  facilities,  galvanised  bins  for  the 
reception  of  paunches,  blood  and  garbage;  and  improvements  to  the  septic  tanks  and 
sewage  filter  are  in  progress. 

The  meat  produced  at  these  premises  is  consigned  to  pet  shops  for  sale  as 
dog  and  cat  food. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  RESTS  ACT,  1949. 

A  full  time  Rodent  Operator  anployed  by  the  Council  carries  out  rodent 
control  and  his  services  were  made  available  to  the  adjoining  Urban  District  Cornell 
of  Oadby  up  to  November,  1957,  when  that  authority  appointed  its  own  Rodent  Operator, 
In  addition  to  the  investigation  of  complaints,  systematic  surveys  are 
made  of  the  district  and  the  techniques  of  pest  eradication  are  those  advocated  by 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

Treatments  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  nice  at  dwellinghouses  are 
carried  out  free  of  charge,  but  at  business  premises  are  charged  for  on  a  time  and 
material  basis. 

The  rat  and  mouse  population  could  be  considerably  reduced  if: 

(a)  the  practice  of  "putting  bread  out  for  the  birds"  were  to  stop. 

(b)  householders,  cafe  proprietors,  etc.  would  place  waste  food  saved  for  pig  and 
poultry  feeding  in  metal  containers  with  close  fitting  lids. 

(c)  poultry  and  pig  feeders  would  clear  away  daily  from  feeding  points,  all 
unconsumed  food,  and  store  bulk  food  in  metal  containers  with  close  fitting  lids# 

Builders,  plumbers,  gas  and  electricity  undertakings  could  assist  in  this 
work  by  ensuring  that  holes  made  above  and  below  ground  level  in  the  walls  and  foot¬ 
ings  of  buildings  are  properly  bricked  up,  as  these  formed  the  main  routes  of  entry 
for  rats  into  houses  where  internal  infestations  were  investigated. 


Surface  treatments  1st  April,  1957  -  31st  March,  1958 


Approximate  N9,  of  properties  to  be  protected  6.600 

. . . . - . . . . . . . ..................  7 

No,  of  properties,  inspected  as  a  result  of  :~ 

(a)  Notification  _ _ _  286 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act  131 

(c)  When  visited  for  some  other  purpose  71 


Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested 

( a)  Rats 

major  infestation  . . . .  44 

minor  infestation . . . . _ . .  . .  .  . 237 

(b)  Mice 

major  infestation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 

minor  infestation . _. . .  . . .  . . . . . .  11 

(an  infestation  estimated  to  exceed  20  rats  or  mice  is  classified  as  a  major 
infestation)  • 


Types  of  premises  infested 

(1)  Council  properties  . . . . . . . . . „ . . . . . . . . . . .  139 

(2)  Dwelling  houses;  including  council  houses. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  1  >428 

(3)  Business  premises.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _ . . - - - 

(4)  Agricultural  premises _ _ _ _ _ . — . . . - . . - . -- . .  ^ 

TOTAL  _ _  1,683 


SEWER  TRE/.TW/NT 

The  23th  and  26th  half  yearly  treatments  of  sewers  were  carried  out  between 
the  1st  April  and  19th  April s  1937  and  the  26th  September  and  16th  October ,  1937* 

The  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Operator  and  a  member  of  the  Surveyor*  s  staff. 


During  the  spring  treatment  303  manholes  were  pre-baited  on  consecutive 
days  and  takes  of  bait  recorded  at  128,  During  the  Autumn  treatment  305  manholes 
were  pre-baited  on  the  1st  and  4th  day  and  takes  recorded  at  102,  When  there  was 
a  take  of  pre-bait,  the  man-hole  concerned  and  both  adjacent  manholes  were  poison 

baited. 


HOUSING 

A  satisfactory  start  was  made  in  dealing  with  the  unfit  houses  included  in 
the  first  3  year  Slum  Clearance;  Programme  which  ends  ort  March  31  st>  .. 

°f  67  houses  and  5^ps  tc glance  ^ea3 

8anf fh^f  S^Sd" ^“ocllt^t  (Miscellaneous  motions)  Act,  1953. 
A.  house  closed  in  1936  was  made  fit  by  the  owner. 
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Demolition  of  houses  in  Clearance  Area  completed  during  the  year. 


Area  No, 

11 

No.  of  houses 

No.  of  persons 

12 

to  32  Newgate  End 

10 

24 

Area  No* 

11 

7 

to  13  Kilby  Bridge 

.  7  . 

. 15 

Area  No, 

16 

1 

and  2  Ross'  s  Lane 

2 

.  3 

Area  No. 

u 

66 

to  8AA  Leicester  Road 

11 

. 27 

Area  No. 

20 

1 66  to  172  Oadby  Road 

k  . 

11 

Area  No. 

21 

2 

and  if  Spa  Lane 

2 

2 

Area  No. 

22 

15  and  17  Bull  Head.  Street  _ _ _ _ _ _  2  . . „ .  13 


TOTAL  . . . 38  . .  95 


Demolition  of  Individual  unfit 

houses  completed  during  the  year. 

No.  of  houses  No, 

of  persons 

9,  Bell  Street 

1 

1 

62,  Moat  Street 

1 

1 

112,  120,  122,  124, 

126  and  128 

Station  Road 

6 

13 

TOTAL  . . . . . .  8 

2  owners  appealed  against  the  inclusion  of  three  houses  in  a  Clearance  Area 
and  a  public  enquiry  was  held.  The  appeals  were  dismissed. 

Payments  were  made  in  respect  of  if  well  maintained  houses  included  in  a 
Clearance  Area,  the  Minister  suggesting  that  the  payments  be  apportioned  between 
the  landlords  and  tenants. 

The  payments  we.*e  apportioned  as  follows 


£ 

s 

d 

Landlords 

184 

:  1 

:  7 

Tenants  _ _ 

. . . . .  18 

:  8 

:  5 

TOTAL 

£  202 

:  10 

:  0 
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Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year. 

(l)  Number  of*  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) 


Number  of  inspections  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub¬ 
heading  ( 1 )  above)  which  were  inspected  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1 925  and  1932 

Number  of  Inspections  made 


Number  of  dwelling  houses,  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 


- - _  3hU 

_ _ _ _ 578 

. . T .  46 

. 1 5k 

. . 


Clearance  Areas  (Housing  Act,  1 936  and  Housing  Repairs  and  Rent  Acts,  1 954) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  Number  of 

demolished  in  the  period  persons  displaced 

Unfit  houses  Other  houses 


Land  coloured  pink  and 

pink  hatched  yellow  38  Nil  98 


Houses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas 


Houses  demolished  or  closed 

in  the  period  No,  of  No,  of 

Houses  persons  displaced 

AL  Housing  Act,  193& 

Demolished  as  a  result  of  formal 

or  informal  procedure  (section.  II )  7  14- 

(2)  Local  Govt,  (Misc,Prov,Act,1953) 

Closed  as  a  result  of  closing 

(sections  10  (/])  and  11  (2)  )  1  1 


Houses  repaired 

No,  of  houses 

( 1 )  Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  In 
which  defects  were  remedied  by  informal 

action  under  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts . . . . . .  'lOo 

(2)  Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notice  under  the  Housing  Act  1 93^ 

(  section  II)  . ... . . . . . - . — - - - *  1 2 

Housing  Act,  1936  -  Part  IV  ~  Overcrowding 

There  are  no  recorded  overcrowded  dwellings  in  the  district, 

A  cases  of  overcrowding  were  relieved  during  the  year,  13  persons  being 

involved. 
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Improvement  Grants  -  Housing  Act,  1949 

Number  of  applications  for  Grants  received 

Number  of  applications  approved  _ _ _ _ 9 

Number  of  applications  refused  1 

Grant  aided  improvements  were  completed  at  11  houses  during  the  year  and 
consisted  principally  of  installing  hot  water  systems  and  converting  spore  bedrooms 
into  bathrooms* 

All  the  applications  except  two  were  from  owner/occupiers  of  houses. 

The  exceptions  were  in  respect  of  a  farm  house  to  be  occupied  by  the  owner’ s  son., 
and  a  service  house  owned  by  British  Railways. 

In  all  cases  a  50%  grant  was  made. 


Certificates  of  Disrepair  -  Rent  Act,  1957 

27  applications  for  certificates  were  received.  Applicants’  houses  were 
inspected  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and  items  of  disrepair  set  out  on  Form  G 
reported  upon  to  a  Sub-Committee  of  the  Council. 


New  Houses 

The  following  information  relating  to  n  ew  houses  and  Council  house  a  has 


been  obtained  from  other  deportments. 

Total  No.  of  applications  for  council  houses  at  end  of  year _ _ _ _  A75 

Applications  received  during  the  year _ _ _ _ _ _ _  289 

Programme  of  Local  Authority  houses; 

Erected  during  the  year  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  102 

In  course  of  erection  at  end  of  year _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Nil 


Programme  of  private  enterprise  houses: 

Erected  during  year  _  231 

In  course  of  erection  at  end  of  year . . . . . . . . . _ . . . 106 


Total  No,  of  post-war  houses  completed; 

Local  Authority 


895 


Private  enterprise 


1,127 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1957 

There  are  111  factories  on  our  register.  The  trades  carried  on  are  as 

follows  : 


Underwear  manufacture 

1 

Hosiery  manufacture 

. 29 

Joinery  and  Building 

11 

Plumbing 

1 

Motor  vehicle  repairing 

13 

Vehicle  body  building 

_ 2 

Carried  forward  57 

18 


Brought  forward 


Car  radiator  repairing 
Agricultural  machine  repairing 

Cycle  repairing _ _ 

Engineering 

Pattern  making  . . . . . . . ”.I . 

Foundrying  . _ . . 

Electrical  component  manufacture 

Electro  plating 

Electric  vehicle  manufacture 

Radio  and  Television  repairing 

Wood  last  making 

Boot  and  Shoe  manufacture 

Boot  and  Shoe  repairing 

Clothing  manufacture  . . 

Laundrying  . . . . . 

Furniture  manufacture 

Salt  packing  . . . . . . . 

Railway  waggon  repairing . . 

Food  manufacture _ _ _ 

Milk  pasteurising . . . 

Cold  storage  of  food _ _ 

Printing  . . . . . . . . . . 

Canal  maintenance  engineering . 

Concrete  products  . . . . . 

Drum  makers 
Dyers 


57 

1 

2 

2 

a 

A 

1 

. .  2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

'  1 
. 9 

2 

.........  2 

. .  1 

1 

. 1 

.  1 

. 5 

1 

1 

.  1 

. 1 

2 

1 

2 


TOTAL  111 


2+0  inspections  were  made  at  11  premises,  and  13  defects  were  found  of  which  9  were 
remedied  by  the  end  of  the  year* 


Outworkers: 

The  only  firms  employing  outworkers  are  those  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  hosiery  and  footwear* 

The  number  of  outworkers  employed  during  the  6  months  preceeding 


August,  1937  were  as  follows  : 

No,  of  local  firms  employing  outworkers  . . . . . . . —  20 

No*  of  local  outworkers  employed  _ _ 81 

No*  of  outworkers  employed  outside  district . .._ . . . . . .  58 

No,  of  outside  firms  employing  local  outworkers _ _ _... . 19 

No,  of  local  outworkers  employed  by  outside  firms  . . . 27 

Total  number  of  outworkers  in  the  district  . . .  1^8 


No  instance  occurred  of  outwork  being  performed  in  unwholesome  premises. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT: 

Although  certain  sections  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956  are  not  yet  operative, 
opportunity  has  been  taken  during  visits  to  factories  and  other  premises  wx  o  er 
plant,  to  make  the  occupiers  aware  of  the  provisions  of  the  met# 


We  are  fortunate  in  Wigston  that  only  a  few  factory  chimneys  emit 
a  greater  density  or  darker  colour  than  permitted  by  the  Public  He-  ■£VC  > 
the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956* 


smoke  of 
1936  and 
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I  feel,  however,  that  as  emission  of  smoke  from  dwelling  house  chimneys 
is  now  subject  to  control  (before  the  inception  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956  the 
chimneys  of  dwelling  houses  were  exempt)  the  Council  should  amend  their  Building 
Byelaws  as  empowered  by  section  24,  limiting  the  provision  of  heating  and  cooking 
appliances  in  new  buildings  to  those  designed  for  burning  gas,  electricity,  or 
approved  solid  smokeless  fuels.  The  Minister  would  welcome  such  action  in  respect 
of  new  houses,  as  although  he  and  the  local  authority  are  empowered  to  moke  grants 
in  respect  of  the  conversion  of  such  appliances  fitted  in  old  houses  in  a  Smoke 
Control  Area,  expenditure  on  conversions  in  a  house  built  after  July  5th,  1956 
cannot  be  repaid  but  must  be  met  by  the  owner  in  full* 

15  inspections  of  boiler  plant  were  carried  out  during  the  year, 

12  observations  were  made  of  smoke  emissions  from  chimneys  at  6  premises, 

5  nuisances  were  discovered,  4  of  them  being  abated  by  the  following  means  : 

1  fixing  of  a  patent  fire  door  and  more  care:  in  stoking, 

1  ceasing  to  bum  scrap  leather, 

1  more  core  in  stoking 

1  repairing  the  secondary  air  inlet  grids,  to  the  fire  doors 

Work  is  in  hand  to  abate  the  remaining  nuisance  by  repairing  the  defective 
air  pre-heater  ducts. 
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I  am  indebted  to  Mr*  G-.J. 
for  the  following  report* 


Jootton,  Engineer  &  Surveyor  to  the  Wigston  U.D.C, 


RAINFALL  IN  1957 

At  TflIGSTON  U.D.C*  Sewage  Farm 
in  the  County  of  Leicestershire 


©  / 
! 

O  / 

{  Diameter  of  Funnel 

8  inches 

)  Height  of  top  above  ground 

_  9  inches 

1  < 

,  Height  of  ground  above 

sea  level 

259  ft. 

Month 

Total 

Depth 

Inches 

Number  of 

Greatest  Fall  Davs  with 

in.  24-  hours  .01  ,0A 

Inches  Date  or  more  or  more 

January 

1 .45 

.4-1 

....  31  . 

20 

11 

February 

3.56  . 

1.00 

18 

21 

15 

March 

2. 24- 

.37  . 

.  17  . 

12 

11 

April 

0*  21 

,08 

18 

...  7  . 

2 

May 

2.27 

.35 

.  9  . 

13  . 

11 

June 

1.79  . 

. .48  . 

. 9/30  . 

. 7  . 

6 

July 

3*57 

.68 

16 

16 

15 

August 

3.01  . 

3 

• 

i  j 

. 27  . 

15  . 

14- 

September 

October 

4.08 

.91 

23  . 

17  . 

15 

1.04- 

.19 

.......  17  . 

13  . 

9 

November 

1.87 

.82 

...  3  . 

12 

6 

December 

2.4 6 

.56 

23  . 

17  . 

12 

Total 

27.55 

170 

127 
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